
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 4, FRIDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2021 

Dear School Family, 

At our most recent middle school assembly time, we began to talk 
through the challenge Christians face when, if they are indeed com-
pelled to share the life of Christ that they have embraced, they face 
an “audience” of people who have an at best shallow, but perhaps 
completely skewed, understanding of what the Christian story is (i.e. 
what it is that Christians believe).  

Perhaps just as complicating, what if our own understanding of the 
story has its weaknesses that compromise our living and telling of the 
good news? 

A simple version of the story often has, as its focus, the life of each of 
us as individuals. Each of us lives the joys and perils of an earthly life 
as a preparation for consignment to one of two (as they are often 
portrayed) slightly ethereal destinations, heaven or hell. 

We have begun to explore the focus that Scripture, particularly the 
words of Jesus, places on the activity of God in redeeming His world, 
and bringing His kingdom, Heaven, back to Earth, re-united in the 
same sense that existed originally in Eden. It is His story more than 
ours. In this context, our lives right now form part of His compelling 
story. 

We are early in the exploration, and have been aided in it by the 
insights of Tim Mackie (of Bible Project fame - see image above). It is 
leading to some good conversations. 

Exams (Week 8) 

I can remember the extra activity that always preceded my exams,  

 

both at school and at university. There were notes to review and 
simplify, study cards and mind maps to create and utilise, and texts 
and practice questions to interact with. It all took time that threw my 
usual schedule into some temporary disarray. More than that, it was 
inescapably demanding and stressful. 

Exams are probably not an experience that the majority of us reflect 
on with great fondness, but they do remain part of contemporary 
educational life, and they are reflective of reality beyond formal 
schooling. There will be times of challenge and testing that will ask 
more of us for, at the very least, a short time. From a personal per-
spective, I never enjoyed exams, but I reflect gratefully now on the 
fact that the school that I went to had them as part of secondary 
experience from Year 8. By the time I was in Year 12, when their 
significance had increased, I had developed some good routines 
and habits of time management and study that meant I was ready to 
prepare well, mitigate the stress, and demonstrate my best. 

Our Year 8, 9 and 10 students will have exams in core subjects 
(English, Mathematics, Science and, for Years 9 and 10, HASS) in 
Week 8 of this term. 

Mr Rijken has talked to the students previously about seeing the 
exam “season” as one where some extra effort and time prioritisa-
tion will need to occur, and to embrace the challenges, even the 
stresses, of preparation as part of the strengthening and maturing 
process. For our middle school students, perhaps the biggest gains 
of the exam experience, more important than the grade outcomes 
themselves, are the disciplines and practices they can begin to hone 
for use in later life, both educational and vocational. 

 

Marcel Rijken 
Principal, Temple Christian College 



 

 

As we are now entering the exam preparation window, we will be 
talking to the students about being intentional as they approach their 
revision, both in the scheduling of times and places to revise 
(perhaps even on the weekend!) and in their investment in creating 
revision helps alongside the resources given to them by staff.  

It will be great for you to communicate with your children about how 
they are embracing this challenge and honing their revision skills. 

Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 

Innovating and integrating technological progress effectively into all 
areas of study and life is one of the positive challenges being em-
braced at Temple Christian College.  

It has been a great opportunity for already confident students to 
achieve growth and development in swim stroke techniques 
(freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly), and for those with 
initially little experience to gain confidence and improve swimming 
capacity. 

The aquatics program has been running for several years and will 
continue to be part of middle school PE in the future. 

Middle School Aqua cs 
 

In Weeks 2 through to 5 of this term, middle school students have 
enjoyed an 8-session aquatics program as part of their engage-
ment in Physical Education. 

Innova on Hub 

Remembrance Day 
 

On Thursday, the Middle School Student Leadership Team, to-
gether with the Sunrise Year 6 Captains, led our Marion communi-
ty in an observance of Remembrance Day. 

The ceremony included the historical context for our remembering, 
a recitation of John McCrae’s In Flanders Fields, the Ode of Re-
membrance, the Last Post, a minute of silence, the singing of the 
national anthem, the raising of the Australian flag from half mast, 
and the enjoyment of ANZAC biscuits after the formalities. 

We are grateful for the respectful way in which all children partici-
pated, and we thank Mr Western for his coordination of the ser-
vice. We thank also our student leaders, who did a fine job. 



 

 

Technology is and always has been an integral part of  society and its 
development. Technological advancement has allowed solutions to be 
created to numerous problems to better the wellbeing and livelihood 
of people. This is referred to as “creating preferred futures”.  

MS Girls’ Luncheon 

The Innovation Hub, where technology is the focus, is a fully equipped 
integrated space of three learning areas designed to foster inspiration 
and imagination. The hub facilitates students’ opportunity and capaci-
ty to code robots and drones, produce solutions using 3D printers and 
the laser cutter, create electronic devices with microprocessors, ex-
plore the world through virtual reality, and use an extensive wood 
technology workshop to create student-designed furniture pieces. 

TERM 4 
  

the final Middle School day is Friday  
December 3 

Students engage with the process of creating preferred futures and 
learn to implement the design process starting with consideration of 
a problem right through to evaluating the success of the solution.  

 

They develop solutions to meet needs, considering impacts on livea-
bility, economic prosperity, and environmental sustainability. Sys-
tems thinking, design thinking and computational thinking are all 
foundational skills for life which are learnt throughout the use of 
technology. 

Throughout the year, the Middle School girls have enjoyed lunchtime 
programs that have provided them with the opportunity to continue to 
build relationships within and between the different year levels, thus 
encouraging informal mentoring opportunities for the senior girls. 

This program culminated in a luncheon where the students were able 
to celebrate their year together and acknowledge those who will be 
graduating at the end of the year.  Each of the graduating girls re-
ceived a special gift to remind them of their time with us. 

Some of the other lunchtime events have included designing a party 
for the Grade 5 and 6 girls, playing a variety of games (both as a large 
group and in small groups), experimenting with nail polish and a pizza 
lunch.  It is a program that will continue in 2022. 

Miss Keay would particularly like to thank the Grade 10 students who 
have assisted her over the past four terms in packing up after each of 
these events. 
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Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website 

Unmasked  
Continuing our series that reveals more about our fantastic staff: 
Mrs Bek Western teaches English, Math, Science and Rite Jour-
ney. She: 

 is Adelaide born and bred 

 is married to Darren and has two young boys, Ezra (5) and 
Micah (3) 

 loves sport and exercising, reading and spending time 
outdoors 

 is passionate, in her teaching, about learning from history 
and literature, and about discovering the beauty and com-
plexity of the world around us 

 enjoys many foods, particularly Mexican 

 has a favourite Bible verse: 
 “The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and 
 He knows those who trust in Him”   Nahum 1:7 

 

Important Dates 
 
Thursday, November 18 
   MS Drama Presentation 
 
Friday, November 19 
   SACSA Table Tennis 
 
Thursday, November 25 
   Rite Journey Info Night 
 
Friday, November 26 
   Student Non-Attendance Day 
 
Wednesday, December 1 
   MS Exams begin 
 
Thursday, December 2 
   Presentation Night (with Sunrise) 
 
Friday, December 3 
   MS End of Year Excursion  
 
Friday, December 3 
   Y9 & 10  Celebration Dinner 

  
 

Middle School Exam Schedule [Week 8] 
    Wednesday, December 1      Thursday, December 2 

     8    9    10       8    9    10 

morning exam  study period English  Mathematics     English  Science HASS  

afternoon exam Science Mathematics English     Mathematics HASS  Science 


