
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 3, FRIDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Dear School Family, 

Welcome to this first dedicated Temple Marion Middle School newsletter. 

Sharing regularly about the life of our school — what we have experienced, 

what we are anticipating, and what we are building — is a great privilege. 

We trust each issue is an encouragement to you and a catalyst for your 

thinking on what is important  in educational life. 

This week in the middle school  we have shared Spiritual Life Week. With a theme of  Your 

Story, My Story, God’s Story, SLW in many ways epitomises what we seek to do and be in 

our middle school. We want to engage with God’s story in a way that challenges, educates 

and grows all of us, doing so in a way that meets students at their level. 

As a team, it is a year that has brought real clarity to our vision for the middle school amid 

all the exciting developments taking place at the Sunrise/Temple site at Marion. 

What We Understand 

We see that the secondary journey across Australia now spans six years from Year 7 to 

Year 12, encompassing several developmental stages for each student as they progress as 

learners and grow in maturity. In this context, we understand that the best approach will 

specifically cater for each developmental stage. There is, therefore, a best approach for 

Years 7 - 9 students that hones in on who they are and how they learn.. 

What We Believe 

We believe that faith is for all of life. At Temple Christian College this means that the Chris-

tian faith is central and works out in all that we do. Faith is indeed the hub of the culture that 

emphasises community, integrity, resilience, creativity, learning and empathy, the CIRCLE 

of Temple Christian College values. We believe that all of us are defined not by what we 

mentally assent to but by who we are becoming and how we therefore live as disciples of 

Christ. 

What We Want to See 

We want to see young people who are engaging with life and learning with a sense of hope 

and purpose, who are grateful for the family and influencers who speak into their lives, and  

 

TERM 4 

Tuesday 12 October to  
Friday 3 December 

 
Summer Uniform Applies 

Marcel Rijken 
Principal, Temple Chris an College 

Henry Engelbrecht  
Principal,  
Sunrise Chris an School Marion 

 
Phil Paterson 

Assistant Principal Middle School 
Temple Chris an College 

  



 

 

Spiritual Life Week 

who are building towards  responsibility and an others focus. We 
want to challenge each young person to establish life-giving disci-
plines which will allow the development of their academic capacity, 
their relational confidence, their physical and mental skills, and their 
apprenticeship to Christ. 

How This Informs Our Intent 

We therefore have a great opportunity at Temple Christian Col-
lege—Marion Middle School to provide an excellent educational 
experience for students that intentionally targets the first three 
years of the six-year secondary journey and prepares students for 

the senior stage. 

In effect, it means an approach that: 

 uses effective, age-relevant teaching strategies to foster 

engagement across the range of curriculum areas, and 
ensure maximum development in core areas of literacy, 
numeracy and critical thinking. 

 challenges early adolescents in the areas of responsibility 

and maturity by integrating The Rite Journey concepts, which 
draw out so many Christian faith distinctives, across Years 7-
9. 

 features a devotional / relational start to each day, including 

cross-year level groupings. 

 tailors assemblies to emphasise increased student involve-

ment in content presentation and follow-up small group en-
gagement with the issues. 

 includes regular excursions and special events, with all-in 

middle school events such as the Start of Year and End of 
Year excursions, a Health and Wellbeing Day and Spiritual 
Life Week being part of this. 

 has a distinctive whole middle school camp experience that 

has a different destination each year, thus enabling the Y9s 

to have 2 camps (including the Rite Journey Camp). 

 uses technology creatively and expansively as a tool, without 

succumbing to device domination 

 emphasises leadership opportunities, particularly for Year 9s, 

across the whole Marion site and fosters a Student Leader-
ship Team that enjoys ongoing responsibilities and training, 
including an annual leadership-focused activity day. 

 treats Year 9 as a year of great significance and influence in 

the secondary journey, culminating in a celebration of its 
completion with an event that highlights preparedness for 
the next stage—senior school. 

We are excited about the shape of the middle school for 2022 and 
beyond, and would love the chance to discuss how it might serve 
your family. 

Phil Paterson 

Some fun, some food, some listening, some creative interaction, and 
some reflection. 

Each day this week we have taken  two lessons before lunch to come 
together as a middle school to have a special focus on our stories 
and how they have their meaning grounded in God’s story. 

Key aspects have included exploration of what it means to be created 
in God’s image, being people who have dignity, responsibility and 
ability, and the impact of sin on this reality. There has been a focus 
on Paul’s realisation in 2 Corinthians 12:9 that his weakness was 
linked directly to Christ’s power in him. 



 

 

 

In Week 4 of this term, the Year 7s, 8s and 9s visited the Anne 

Frank Exhibition, held in the Adelaide Holocaust Museum. 

It was an opportunity that linked in well with themes that had 

emerged in both English and HASS for these students. 

Anne’s story, and that of those who put their lives on the line to 

keep her safe, is one of remarkable courage. It is, of course, a 

sobering story, but one that drew out thoughtful reflection from 

students. Anne had a vivacious personality and great hopes for her 

future and our students, now the same age as she was when she 

went through this defining experience and wrote her famous diary, 

have a freedom to explore and live their hopes and dreams that 

she was not able to experience. 

This serious and thought-provoking aspect of the excursion was 

balanced by an opportunity to visit the Central Market for some 

recess and the chance to explore other attractions.  

In exploring all of this, we have been blessed by the input of Jason 

Hoet, a great communicator with youth and pastor at Unley Park Bap-

tist, who has shared deeply from his own experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students have responded to each part of the story creatively with 

our take on the Japanese art of Kintsugi. On Monday they each chose 

a clay pot which they were able to paint and give an identity  -  these 

pots therefore reflected something of their painter’s image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, the pots were broken with a mallet, with the shards kept 

in the plastic bag that they were broken in. In our next session we 

took on the challenge of making new, gluing the fragments together to 

reassemble what was broken and then lining the seams with gold. Re-

making what was broken was a delicate and painstaking operation. 

As Jason reminded us, how much more care does our God display in 

putting our damaged lives back together. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday saw us using the pots to plant new life, and today we have 

had the chance to celebrate what God has made new in us. Food, in 

this case pizza and chips, is always part of a great celebration. 

 

Anne Frank Exhibi on 

There has been an important lesson in each of these steps. We 

hope they have been effective object connections to the important 

story we share with our creator, and that each student can enjoy a 

permanent, symbolic reminder of the beauty of what God has 

recreated in them. 



 

 

ADELAIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Temple Christian College - Mile End Campus 7-12+.  Paralowie Campus, 7-12+. Marion Middle School 7-9 

Sunrise Christian School - Fullarton R-7. Morphett Vale R-6. Paradise R-6 Naracoorte R-7. Marion R-6. 

Sunrise Christian School Whyalla R-7. Sunrise Bethel Christian School PNG . Faith Christian School USA. Discovery Christian College, QLD. 

 
TEMPLE  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - Marion Middle School  I   286  Sturt  Road, Marion  I  Ph: (08) 8465 6004   

Email: info.marion@sunrise.sa.edu.au   I  www.tcc.sa.com.au 

Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website 

Marion Quiz Night 

Laser Cu er  

Just over a week ago we took delivery of a great tool, a laser cut-

ter, to add to what we have in the middle school technology hub. 

Together with the high spec computers that service it, this machine  

further builds our capacity to give our students valuable grounding 

in Computer Aided Manufacture .  

Mr Western and Mr Cure would love the opportunity to show you 

around the hub. Under the dynamic direction of Mrs Dalton, the middle school stu-

dents and staff have been enthusiastically organising the Marion 

Quiz Night. It will be a great evening for the Sunrise/Temple com-

munity. We are holding this event on Saturday, September 18, 

starting at 6:30pm. 

Funds raised will be for the benefit of our Papua New Guinea 

school 

Contact Mrs Kristen Wade at our front office if you are keen to be 

involved. kristen.wade@sunrise.sa.edu.au  

Important Dates 
 
Friday, September 10 
  Student Non-Attendance Day 
 
Saturday, September 18 
  Marion Quiz Night 
 
Wednesday, September 22  -    
Friday, September 24 
  Y7/8 Port Vincent Camp 
 
Friday, September 24 
  Last day of Term 3 (finish 3:20) 
 
Tuesday, October 12  -  Friday, 
October 15 
  Y9 Rite Journey Camp 
 
Monday, October 18   
   MS Aquatics Program begins 
 
Wednesday, October 20 
   Y10 RAA Street Smart 


