
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 25 January, 2022 

 

Dear Temple Community, 

 

Welcome to the start of the school year and especially to all our new students and families that will 

be joining us for the first time. The beginning of the school year will be quite different. 

We will have a staged return to onsite teaching and learning. 

On Wednesday, February 2, all Year 7, 8 and 12 students will be onsite at each Campus. The day will 

begin at 8.30 am. The first 4 lessons will be for orientation, with actual classes commencing from 

Lesson 5. 

All Year 9, 10 and 11 students will begin online lessons on Wednesday, February 2. The students will 

use the regular school timetable for both in class, and online, lessons. The first 4 lessons will be for 

orientation, and classes will commence from Lesson 5. 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 will need to be prepared before Wednesday, February 2, for their 

online lessons. A separate schedule will be sent regarding the pickup of laptops by new students, 

and for existing students who will be receiving a new laptop. 

All students will be onsite at each campus from Monday, February 14. 

At this stage, there will be no camps, excursions or sporting events in February. 

The main focus of the initial restrictions is to reduce the spread of COVID-19 within schools and 

reduce the number of close contacts. These restrictions will be in place till at least the end of Week 4 

Friday, February 25. 

SA Health has provided guidance on how to manage cases of COVID-19 in secondary schools. 

There will be new contact tracing and close contact arrangements in education from January 31, 

2022. 

The new arrangements recognise the importance of providing quality education and care for our 

students while minimising the risk of COVID-19 transmission. 

Schools will remain open if there is a case of COVID-19 under the new arrangements. 

It is essential that you: 

• notify us immediately if your child tests positive to COVID-19 

• keep your child/ren home if they are: 

• unwell 

• experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms (even if symptoms are mild) 
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• any other member of the household has COVID-19 

• they are a close contact for a person who has COVID-19 and are required to quarantine 

• let your child (if in Years 7 to 12) know that they will be required to wear a face mask while indoors 

at school. Parents will not be able to exempt their child from wearing a mask, unless a medical 

exemption is provided. 

1. Classroom Contacts 

If a student or teacher in your child’s class tests positive for COVID-19, your child will be deemed a 

classroom contact, and the following will occur: 

• we will notify all parents in that class of the positive case 

• all students and children without symptoms can continue attending school. No rapid antigen 

testing will be required. 

Any teacher in a classroom with a student or colleague who tests positive will undertake 7 days of 

rapid antigen testing (test to stay). 

2. Additional Recommendations for Classroom Contacts 

The Chief Public Health Officer (CPHO) has recommended that classroom contacts should avoid the 

following between days 1 to 7 of exposure:   

• attending extra-curricular activities for 7 days (such as camps, excursions, interschool sport, 

combined choir etc. – noting most of these activities have been temporarily suspended for February. 

The CPHO advises classroom contacts should do the following to minimise risk to others, when 

outside of the school setting between days 1 to 14 of exposure: 

• avoid high-risk settings or COVID Management Plan events 

• wear a surgical mask around others (where age-appropriate) and outside the home 

• avoid contact with vulnerable people outside of your workplace or family, where possible 

• avoid non-essential activities where possible (e.g. where there are lots of people, inside, in close 

contact) 

• avoid shared spaces and maintain physical distance. 

3. Students who have Worked 1:1 with a COVID Positive Staff Member 

Any student who has worked 1:1 with a COVID positive staff member (more than 15 minutes, 

indoors, in close proximity and where face masks are not able to be worn) will be asked to complete 

7 days of rapid antigen testing (‘test to stay’). The test should be taken each morning before 

attending school. We will provide you with the testing kits at no charge. Students who test positive 

must not attend school. 

Alternatively, if you do not want your child to complete the 7-day testing protocol, they must 

quarantine for 7 days. Students will be able to access what is occurring in each of their classes 

through the Learning Management System SEQTA. Parents will also be able to access this 

information through their own login. 
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These new arrangements will be in place until the end of Week 4 of Term 1. However, with the 

rapidly changing nature of the pandemic, this may be reviewed or changed if and when necessary. 

As always, we will remain flexible and responsive. 

The most important point for students and staff is that if you are unwell and have COVID 

symptoms, stay home and get tested. 

All students and staff will be expected to wear a face mask when indoors at school. Students are 

encouraged to bring their own face masks. When required, the school will also supply students with 

a face mask. 

Given the situation, we realise that there will be disruptions as students will be absent from classes. 

All students, when at home, will be able to continue learning as resources and work for each of their 

subjects will be accessible through our Learning Management System called SEQTA. The school will 

provide parents with their username and password that will enable them to monitor the work set for 

each subject to ensure work is completed. 

I trust and pray that as we journey through Term 1, restrictions will ease, and everyday school life 

will return. 

I feel so blessed that we have an exceptional staff team at each campus and a record number of 

students joining Temple Christian College. Please continue to pray for us as we navigate this first 

term. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Marcel Rijken, 

Principal, Temple Christian College 


