
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 4, FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2021 

Dear School Family, 

The last weeks of school can be a testing and emotional journey for all 
in our community, a heady mixture of stress and celebration. There are 
assessments to complete, exams to prepare for and end of year 
events to participate in. 

From the perspective of middle school staff, each of us have some of 
the busiest weeks of the year to work through. In the midst of  this 
activity we inevitably reflect on the students we have “done life” with 
and, we trust, influenced well, and we begin to think ahead, planning 
for how we can further improve what we do as a team and what we 
offer as a community. The two processes of reflection and planning 
obviously go together.  

Do Jus ce, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 

At Temple, we do have a call to respond to all that we do in life, includ-
ing education, in a manner that honours God and reflects his blueprint 
for living. We are to live with a sense of Jesus’ articulation of the king-
dom. 

I have written previously that we see great opportunity, within our mid-
dle school context, for fostering attitudes of humility, thankfulness, and 
others-orientedness.  

As we reflect on this term we can see examples of how this has been 
built into our activity, and this will be evident in some of what is shared 
in this newsletter. As we look to 2022, it will continue to feature in what 
we are planning. 

I trust you, also, are both reflecting thankfully and anticipating with 
excitement. 

Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 

 

Year 9/10 Dinner 

During the final term of this year, there have been a few opportu-
nities to recognise the contributions made by the Grade 9s and 
10s to our school community, and this culminated in a dinner 
held at Club Marion on the final Friday evening of term. 

The students all arrived looking sharp and stylish, as can be 
seen in these photos, ready for a wonderful evening of celebra-
tion, good food, great company and some fun games.  Mr Brett 
Western compered the evening with his usual dash and wit, and 
Mr Paterson relished the opportunity, during the more formal 
segment of the night, to recognise and honour the unique quali-
ties of each of the students. 

The students had the opportunity to play a few games between 
the courses of excellent food, where they were able to demon-
strate how well they knew their teachers and their fellow stu-
dents, and participate in one final Miss Keay quiz, complete with 
the requisite lollies.  Each of the students also went home with a 
fun “Most likely to…” certificate created by Mr Western, that 
demonstrated his perspicacity.   

It is always sad to have to say goodbye to students who have 
embedded themselves in the hearts of those who have had the 
privilege to teach them, but the prayers of the staff at Temple 
Marion will follow them into the next exciting phase of their life 
journeys. 

Cheryl Keay 

 

STOP PRESS 

MS Drama 

STOP PRESS was a great night of thought-provoking drama 
scenes based on the impact of media messages in our culture 
today.  

 



 

 

Performed on Thursday evening of Week 6, Stop Press was made 
up of 13 mini-performances including two running-scenes, and in-
volved all of our Grade 8, 9 and 10 drama students plus some willing 
Grade 8 extras.  

It was wonderful to see one performance come together across three 
year levels. Our students did a fantastic job of portraying characters 
such as eager journalists, sport news reporters inaccurately report-
ing, teenagers glued to screens, a frustrated parent, a rising and 
falling pop star, a travelling photo-documentary photographer staging 
photos, and teens watching daytime soap operas but showing con-
tempt toward real life events in the news break. 

It was a completely different kind of drama performance to the usual 
storyline skit, and our students did well to understand the message 
behind each unique scene. They worked effectively together to cre-
ate the experience we hoped to give our audience – and it was worth 
the rehearsal time! 

Amy Dalton 

In the middle school years, students encounter numerous topics 
that investigate the various scientific disciplines including Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology and Earth Sciences.  

Science aims to ensure that students develop an interest in sci-
ence as a means of expanding their curiosity and willingness to 
explore, ask questions about and speculate on the changing world 
in which they live. There are six key ideas that represent key as-
pects of a scientific view of the world and bridge knowledge and 
understanding across the disciplines of science. These areas are 
“patterns, order and organisation”, “form and function”, “stability 
and change”, “scale and measurement”, “matter and energy”, and 
“systems”. The key ideas frame the development of concepts in 
the science understandings, support key aspects of the science 
inquiry skills strand and contribute to developing students’ appreci-
ation of the nature of science. 

Middle School Science 
We live in an exciting and intriguing world of complexity. Through 
the discipline of science, we delve into God’s creation to analyse 
and explain how it functions revealing the majesty and awesome-
ness of God himself. In this process, we can gain a better insight 
into who we are and enhance our sense of belonging in Christ.  

A Shakespearean Interlude 

As part of our English curriculum, students study a Shakespeare-
an play in grades 8 to 10.  In Grade 9 this year, we have been 
studying The Merchant of Venice.   

The students acted out some of the most significant scenes of the 
play, including the trial, where Portia (acting as the judge) delivers 
a passionate speech on the value of mercy.  

 The quality of mercy is not strained. 

 It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

 Upon the place beneath.  It is twice blessed: 

 It blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 

But Shylock insists upon his just desserts and refuses to offer 
mercy to his enemy, Antonio.  

The consequences are devastating, and Shylock ends up a bro-
ken man, having lost all that he values.   

Shakespeare speaks just as loudly and relevantly to us today as 
he did 400 years ago to his earliest audiences. 

Cheryl Keay 
Forensic Science Incursion 



 

 

In the classroom, Science lessons are focused on experiential learn-
ing. Students engage in a range of experiments, from the dissection 
of an organ through to creative engineering challenges, to develop 
understanding firsthand. Students consolidate knowledge with a 
broadening of their understanding through the study of scientific the-
ory developed over hundreds of years by numerous scientists. Sci-
ence is all around us and students pursue their studies outdoors as 
well at a number of locations including the local Warriparinga wet-
lands, Pelican Point power station and the famous mangroves at St 
Kilda.  

Rite Journey 

As part of their Christian Living lessons, the Year 10 students ex-
plored the concept of Christian mission over a series of lessons. 
What we know in our head and believe in our hearts outworks itself 
through our hands. The class researched the issue of homeless-
ness in the city of Adelaide and, after brainstorming solutions, 
chose to fundraise for Hutt Street Centre.  

Hutt St Centre aims to end homelessness for every person who 
walks through their doors, with care and without judgement. Each 
year Hutt St Centre serves up to 40,000 meals and offers social 
work and support services to nearly 2,000 people. Showers, laun-
dry facilities, visiting health professionals, an aged city living pro-
gram for the older clients, recreational activities, training and em-
ployment programs, legal aid and assistance with finding housing 
are all services provided to up to 200 people challenged by home-
lessness each day. 

After much hard work planning, setting up, serving and packing up, 
the students raised over $700 to donate to the Hutt Street Centre 
by holding a sausage sizzle at lunchtime. The whole school com-
munity showed immense support and the Year 10 class thank eve-
ryone for their involvement. This amount of money can provide 
breakfast and lunch to everyone coming to the centre for two 
days.   

Brett Western 

TERM 1, 2022 
  

the first day of  Middle School in 2022 
is Monday, January 31 

Science not only enables the development of curiosity of our world, 
but also provides valuable career opportunities for students. From 
the medical fields to the construction and engineering fields and into 
the research fields, the options are plentiful and varied. A strong 
understanding of Science not only leads to these career opportuni-
ties, but also enables the possibility that one of our students will 
make the next major scientific breakthrough.  

Brett Western 

Marissa Ziatas 

Bek Western 

 

It has been a blessing working with this year’s Grade 9 Rite Journey 
students. This term the students facilitated a Food Drive for Mari-
onLIFE community support services.  It was wonderful to see the 
uptake and involvement of the wider school community and we col-
lected a large amount of food items and supplies for those in need. 
A big thank you to all who contributed. 

The Rite Journey year culminated in the Homecoming Celebration, 
which was an opportunity for the students to present the projects 
they worked on alongside their mentors throughout the year. It was 
wonderful to see the ‘village’ of parents, grandparents, mentors and 
siblings who have supported our young men and women on their 
journey this year and will continue to walk alongside them in the 
future. 

Bek Western. 

Chris an Living 



 

 

ADELAIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Temple Christian College - Mile End Campus 7-12+.  Paralowie Campus, 7-12+. Marion Middle School 7-9 

Sunrise Christian School - Fullarton R-7. Morphett Vale R-6. Paradise R-6 Naracoorte R-7. Marion R-6. 

 
TEMPLE  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - Marion Middle School  I   286  Sturt  Road, Marion  I  Ph: (08) 8465 6004   

Email: info.marion@sunrise.sa.edu.au   I  www.tcc.sa.com.au 

  
 

Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website 

Unmasked  
In recent issues we have been finding out a little more about some 
of our middle school staff members: 
Miss Cheryl Keay teaches English, HASS, and Christian Living. 
She: 

 loves music and playing the flute 

 loves creating things for those she loves: cross stitch cards 
and amigurumi (crocheted) animals 

 can’t sleep unless she reads before turning out the light—
books are her passion 

 has a current favourite verse—Romans 8: 38-39: For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-
ers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all crea-
tion, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 loves long walks along the beach and watching the way the 
ocean changes during different seasons. 

 enjoys pottering in her garden and choosing a new flower-
ing pot or garden plant. 

 Lives with her cat, Liliput (named after the little people in 
Gulliver’s Travels), who is 14 years old but thinks he is still 
a kitten. 

 

We are looking forward to a fantastic middle school camp at 
Melrose, in the shadow of Mount Remarkable, and on the out-
skirts of the Flinders Ranges. 
The camp, early in Term 2 next year, will feature mountain-bike 
riding, orienteering, billy carts and bushwalking. It promises to 
be a great time. 

Important Dates 
 
Monday, January 31 
   First school day of 2022 
 
Thursday, February 3 
   MS Meet the Teacher Evening 
 
Friday, February 4 
   MS Start of Year Excursion -  
   Kuipto Forest 
 
Thursday, February 17 
   MS Student Leadership Team - 
   Team Building Day 
 
Tuesday, February 22 
   MS Outdoor Learning Excursion 
 
Friday, March 4 
   Rite Journey, Calling and  
   Departure Ceremony  
 
Tuesday, March 8 
   SACSA Swimming 

Melrose 2022 
Liliput 


