
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 1, FRIDAY 1 APRIL 2022 

Dear School Family, 

It was a blessing, just a few short weeks ago, to be able to welcome 
parents to our Meet the Middle School Teacher evening, and connect 
over some good food and conversation. 
 
As I mentioned to everyone present at the start of the evening, it was 
great to be able to have a return to events like this, even if numbers 
were compromised a little by the COVID context.  
 
We really value all opportunities to build relationship. For all the staff, 
having a richer understanding of the families we are working with is 
vitally important. 

Tree Climb 

On Tuesday of Week 6, the Grade 9’s attended the Adelaide 
Tree Climb course.  The course is part of their Rite Journey chal-
lenges for the year, namely the Courage Challenge.  The course 
requires them to overcome various obstacles such as rope bridg-
es, ladders, ziplining, and even a jump into a cargo net, all at a 
significant height above the ground.  

For the students, last Friday was also a welcome harbinger of events 
opening up again, as all had the opportunity to compete, together with 
the Mile End and Paralowie campuses, at the Temple Athletics Day at 
SA Athletics Stadium. 
 
There was great encouragement by Mr Cure, in the lead up to the 
event, for students to participate enthusiastically and to their best abil-
ity. Their effort in preparation for the day with consistent training, and 
the on-the-day application they demonstrated, were both heartening. 
 
As restrictions ease, we look forward to reporting on more activities 
beyond the confines of the classroom. 
 
Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 
The students had a wonderful time and it was great to see them 
embrace the challenge, successfully overcoming the mental 



 

 

hurdles as well as the physical.  This is just one of many challenges 
in the Rite Journey program designed to encourage valuable life 
skills and build character and resilience in our school leaders. 

 Mrs Bek Western 

 

Grade 7 Home Economics 
x 

  

21 and Psalm 37: 1-11. 

It would be wonderful to witness families memorising Scripture to-
gether. Miss Keay would be delighted to listen to parents, as well as 
students, committing God’s precious Word to memory. As a verse 
from one of the memory passages for this year says so well, 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs to God.  (Colossians 3:16) 

Miss Cheryl Keay 

Hiding God’s Word in Their Hearts 

The students in the Middle School are doing a great job of learning 
the Bible passages for the year, with many having already recited two 
or three passages.   

However, we have three amazing students who have already com-
pleted all the passages for the year!  These students are (in order of 
completion) Andrio Visser (Grade 7), Colby Mans (Grade 9) and 
Christian Wosti (Grade 7).   

Colby also learned all the Scripture passages for last year, so he is 
continuing to build a healthy habit of Bible memorisation that is very 
much an investment in the future. 

The Scripture memory passages for this year are as follows: Hebrews 
11:1-10, Psalm 8, Matthew 5:1-16, Colossians 3:3-17, Romans 12:9- 

Colby, Christian and Andrio 
 

Crea ng Characters 

Grade 8 Drama in Term 1 involves a unit on Character Creations.  

We analyse different aspects of characters, such as their walk, man-
nerisms, voice, status, social behaviour and general body language, 
then students are required to design their own character - complete 
with a unique backstory.  

Following this, they must become their created character and stay 'in 
character' during a class party, during which they also assess peers 
on their characters.  

This unit really does bring out the hidden talents in our students, es-
pecially when they acquire an accent for the party or carry peculiar 
props crucial to their character's occupation and give detailed expla-
nations for their career choice.  
 
I love seeing students transform into characters and become more 
comfortable exploring costumes, voice variation and body movement.  



 

 

I'm also thrilled when students seem more confident in them-
selves as they realise drama activities can draw out their humour, 
expression and creativity! 

Mrs Amy Dalton 

It seems a long time since we have been able to hold parent-teacher 
interviews in  “normal” face-to-face circumstances, so it is great to be 
able to confirm that this will be happening on Tuesday evening of 
Week 11 (April 12). 

Bookings for parent teacher interviews will be able to be made online 
using the PTO website. Details of the how this can be done will be 
emailed to you next week. 

Reports and Parent‐Teacher Interviews 

The students have been working well throughout the term, and 
reports on your child’s progress will be ready at the end of Week 
10. 

Students are assessed in all subjects in terms of their academic 
achievement, their attitude, and various work-habit-related crite-
ria. This term’s Minor Report will include grade and percentage 
results for each subject, though there will not be any comments 
(these will feature in the Major Reports at the end of Term 2). 

As part of our encouragement to students to work wholeheartedly 
and to do their very best, various awards are attainable, related to 
each child’s assessment as indicated in their report. 

Students who receive a “Good” or “Excellent” attitude result for all 
of their subjects receive an Attitude Merit. If they gain this result 
for all but one of their subjects they receive an Endeavour Award. 

For those whose academic average across all subjects is be-
tween 80% and 85%, an Academic Credit Award is bestowed. If 
their grade point average is between 85% and 90% they receive a 
Distinction, and a High Distinction is awarded for maintaining an 
average between 90% and 95%. Beyond this, with more than 
95%, students can achieve a High Distinction: Honours. 

All these awards are handed out at a formal assembly early in 
Term 2. 

What Could Your Life Be … ? 

I have shared previously that a focus in our assemblies has been the 
“therefore” that Paul challenges his Roman listeners with in that fa-
mous letter. 

We are to live in response to foundational truths of our existence and 
identity. We are created and owned by God. We have chosen poorly 
with the gifts of autonomy and responsibility given to us, and we are 
redeemed from the fate we deserve by His mercy and grace, ex-
pressed through the life-giving action of Christ. 

All this, Christians can mentally sign off on, but do we really live the 
“therefore” implications. 

I have shared with the students the interesting perspective of a well-
known contemporary thinker, writer and speaker who has recently 
come to Christ. 

Some years back, whenever asked if he believed God exists, he would 
say, “I’m not convinced that he does, but I’m afraid that he does, and 
therefore I try to live as though he does.” 

His position now is “I’m not an atheist anymore. I don’t think the 
world’s made out of matter. It’s made out of what matters.” 

He has not come to his conversion half-heartedly. Always searingly 
honest with himself, he has made the “therefore” connection. 

“Who would have the audacity to say they believed in God,” he has 
said, “if they examined the way they lived—who would say that? To 
have the audacity to claim that means that you live it out fully.” 

To be able to accept the world as it is, the joy and the pain it offers us, 
“and nonetheless to act properly—to aim at the good with all your 
heart, dispensing with the malevolence and the desire for destruction 
and revenge and all of that, to face things courageously and to tell the 
truth and to act it out—that’s what it means to believe.” 

“It doesn’t mean to state it, it means to act it out.” 

“And unless you act it out, you should be very careful about claiming 
it.” 

He finishes with a great challenge. “What could your life be if you truly 
believed?” 

“What could your life be if it was maximally courageous and maximally 
truthful?” 

It is a challenge our children would be inspired to see us living. 



 

 

ADELAIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Temple Christian College - Mile End Campus 7-12+.  Paralowie Campus, 7-12+. Marion Middle School 7-9 

Sunrise Christian School - Fullarton R-7. Morphett Vale R-6. Paradise R-6 Naracoorte R-7. Marion R-6. 

 
TEMPLE  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - Marion Middle School  I   286  Sturt  Road, Marion  I  Ph: (08) 8465 6004   

Email: info.marion@sunrise.sa.edu.au   I  www.tcc.sa.com.au 

Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website   

A reminder to parents that access to much of the information that 
students can view or retrieve via SEQTA Learn  is open to you in 
SEQTA Engage. Information about how to initiate access was 
sent out a few weeks ago, but if you have missed that, please get 
in contact with me. 

Phil Paterson 
phil.paterson@tcc.sa.edu.au 

Important Dates 
 

Tuesday, April 12 
   MS Parent Teacher Interviews 
    
Wednesday, April 13 
   Last day of Term 1 (MS only) 
 
Tuesday, May 3 
   First day of Term 2 
 
Tuesday May 10—Friday May 21 
    NAPLAN (Y7 & 9) 
 
Term 2 
   MS Camp - Flinders Ranges  

 


