
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 1, FRIDAY 11 MARCH 2022 

Dear School Family, 

It was a wonderful  evening on Thursday of Week 5 as the Year 9s and 
their parents celebrated the Calling and Departure Ceremony, the first 
formal occasion of the 2022 Rite Journey. 
 

The families enjoyed a barbecue meal against the scenic back-
drop of Kingston Park, before Mrs Bek Western and Mr Brett 
Western took the students through a program focused on the 
contemplation of the transition from child to adult, and the inten-
tionality and resolve that is part of a maturing approach. 

There were prayers for the students, an opportunity for each one 
to exchange letters with their parents, and a symbolic casting 
away of childish attitudes. 

We trust that within our community, the excellent Rite Journey 
program is not merely augmented by our faith, but informed by 
it. Maturing to live an authentic faith has fruit that we want to 
see in our own lives and that of our young men and women. 



 

 

Assemblies  
Our assembly times on Monday mornings have been compromised a 
little by COVID limitations, but we have progressed our look at Ro-
mans. 

The Apostle Paul discusses some vital foundational realities in this 
book, and it is those in Romans 1 we have looked at most recently. 

It is a gospel that Paul is not ashamed of and he has unshakeable 
confidence in the power and righteousness of God, but he pulls no 
punches in outlining our condition before God: we are wretchedly 
prone to sin, and delusional in the excuses we make for ourselves. It 

is a state that demands humility and repentance. 

This is not part of the gospel often preached about in our modern 
context, but it is a critical part of fully absorbing and living the good 
news of God’s kingdom life made available to us all. 

Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 

and the students thoroughly enjoyed the eating component of the 
whole exercise. 

Andrio Visser’s reflection on this task was as follows: 

The pancakes David and I made were sssoooooo good.  I wish the 
entire world was full of these pancakes.  I would really like to bake 
them again. 

David Felix 

Today Andrio and I made pancakes together; they were really tasty. 
First we collected our ingredients from the table, then we started cook-
ing, then when we were done we ate them and cleaned up.  I would 
rate the pancakes a 10 out of 10.  There were funny looking ones too 
like an alien shaped one, a guy with a beard and a normal one.  We 
had them with maple syrup and apple and blackcurrant juice.  It was 
so delicious. 

Grade 7 Home Economics 
This week (Week 6), the Grade 7 students had the opportunity to 
cook the breakfast that they had designed during previous lessons.  
Each group had to ensure that they included some protein, dairy, 
fibre and fruit/vegetables, so that it would provide the best possible 
start to the day.  We certainly have some budding cooks in our midst  

Christopher Chouris 

Today I partnered up with one of my best mates, Harry Palmer, to 
make our signature dish the mighty CH English muffin. It was daz-
zling and delicious and it was one of those do or die tasks where if 
you went back to get ingredients you would lose marks BIGTIME. It 
was time consuming BUT we got it done. Harry and I made one of 
the best-looking dishes there and I think that we would have gotten 
a pretty high mark. After we cooked our meals, we ate them; ours 
was like a delicious breakfast muffin. I would like to thank Miss 
Keay for all the hard work that she put together to make this possi-
ble. 

Hazel Carter 

I really enjoyed making gluten-free savoury crepes. I wouldn’t 
change the batter recipe, but I might change the fillings, or at least 
leave the ham whole instead of cutting it up so that it would not fall 
out when we were eating it. My favourite part about cooking this 
recipe, was flipping the crepes in the pan. 

Cheryl Keay 



 

 

What We Are Looking Forward To 
In this edition we are continuing with a quick thought from each 
teacher about what they are looking forward to in the school year 
ahead. 

. 

and cloud formations. Our God, our Creator, has also intricately made 
us, instilling in us many gifts. Teaching Visual Arts is an exciting role 
because I get to encourage students to explore their gift of creativity 
within the art programme. What excites me the most is when my stu-
dents get enthused about sharing their ideas with me and how motivat-
ed they are to execute them to fruition. 
 
Visual Arts also extends itself to developing students’ fine motor skills. 
Students learn pencil techniques for sketching, hatching, blending and 
stippling; they learn how to apply different pressure with various sized 
paint brushes to produce a range of effects. Students use tools for carv-
ing designs on lino boards and they learn to shape and mould with pot-
ter’s clay. These are just a few examples of materials and techniques 
that students are exposed to in Art. I find it rewarding when students, 
who are less confident about learning a new skill persevere with my 
guidance and end up succeeding in producing a piece of admirable 
artwork that they are proud of. Visual Arts lends itself to producing art 
pieces that are simple to their most complex forms, all of which can be 
admired by everyone. 
 
My husband and I love to instil creativity in the lives of our three chil-
dren. Likewise, I am passionate about instilling creativity and imparting 
my knowledge in the lives of the students that I teach. 

Amy Dalton 
Teaches: Drama 

Since I joined the Temple Marion team last year, I have loved getting to 
know our fantastic students and their families. Having gone through Sun-
rise and Temple as a student myself, it is no surprise that I am passion-
ate about Christian education and seeing students flourish in a Godly 
environment.  

I currently teach Music and Drama at Sunrise Morphett Vale and Drama 
at Sunrise and Temple Marion from Grade 6 through to Grade 9.  

I enjoy finding the creative potential in every student and drawing out 
their unique gifts and abilities in fun ways. Students even surprise them-
selves when they realise what they are capable of in the arts arena! This 
year, I am looking forward to exciting new drama projects with our Grade 
6’s and 7’s, and also preparing for our Grade 8 and 9 performances. 

Beyond school life, I enjoy outdoor adventures with my husband, Nathan 
and our two children, Ethan and Evangeline. Whether it’s bike riding, 
beach swims, camping or walking through farmers’ markets, we value 
unhurried time to explore Adelaide together.  

Mrs Ziatas 
Teaches: Art 
 
My daily life is filled with admiring God’s creation; from the intricate 
flowers that grow in my garden to the amazing colours of the sunset  

Mr Cure 
Year 9 Care Group Teacher 
Teaches: PE and Design & Technologies 
 
I have been a teacher now for 15 years and have loved teaching 
the subjects of PE and Design and Technology. 
 
I am married to my wife, Shareena, and have two children, Caitlin 
and Jireh.  
 
My favourite sport is basketball and I love creating and designing 
exciting new furniture out of timber. 
 
I am passionate about the Lord and knowing Him more everyday. I 
love being amazed with God’s creation and how everything works 
so perfectly together. 
 
I look forward to doing life with my students and helping them grow 
a desire to know and follow the Lord. 



 

 

ADELAIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Temple Christian College - Mile End Campus 7-12+.  Paralowie Campus, 7-12+. Marion Middle School 7-9 

Sunrise Christian School - Fullarton R-7. Morphett Vale R-6. Paradise R-6 Naracoorte R-7. Marion R-6. 

 
TEMPLE  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - Marion Middle School  I   286  Sturt  Road, Marion  I  Ph: (08) 8465 6004   

Email: info.marion@sunrise.sa.edu.au   I  www.tcc.sa.com.au 

  
 

Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website   

A reminder to parents that access to much of the information that 
students can view or retrieve via SEQTA Learn  is open to you in 
SEQTA Engage. This includes logistical information such as time-
tables and homework set, as well as assignments pending and 
feedback given. 

Information about how to initiate access was sent out a few weeks 
ago, but if you have missed that, please get in contact with me. 

Phil Paterson  
phil.paterson@tcc.sa.edu.au  

Important Dates 
 
Monday, March 14 
   Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
 
Friday, March 25 
   TCC Athletics Day  
       [rescheduled] 
 
Tuesday, April 12 
   MS Parent Teacher Interviews 
    
Tuesday, May 3 
   First day of Term 2 
 
Tuesday May 10—Friday May 21 
    NAPLAN (Y7 & 9) 
 
Term 2 
   MS Camp—Melrose—date may  
   have to change 

 

Rela ng in a Digital World 

The digital world has much that is good to offer us, and it is a 
blessing to be part of a school that has the hardware and software 
tools, along with the network and support, to make the most of that 
world.  

The socialisation tools that the digital world gives us, whether so-
cial media sites themselves or the simplicity of email groupings, 
have transformed how and when we interact with each other, and it 
is often not a positive change. All schools are dealing, increasingly, 
with relational angst that often is fuelled by missteps, sometimes 
malicious, sometimes accidental, made online. 

For parents, this is an increasingly important area to be thoughtful 
and informed about, and we need to be cultural drivers in our fami-
lies and circles of friends. 

On a podcast made some time ago, a high profile Australian media 
personality was explaining the reasons why he had chosen to not 
be on social media. I think his rationale is worth considering. 

In his words, social media “does not live up to its promise of being a 
mere complement to human interaction which enhances connectivity—it 
actually actively displaces human interaction and does it in a very anae-
mic way. What we get is an anaemic version of friendship and engage-
ment—shallowness in place of what is rich and deeply human.” 

Furthermore, while participants may feel they are contributing to a dis-
cussion, the authentic human engagement  is never really there be-
cause the engagement is turned into “performance”. Ultimately the 
online experience majors on that performance, and all participants be-
come perpetual “reviewers” in what is an increasingly “unhealthy state 
of being.” 

In working through issues with students where online engagement is a 
catalyst for discord, I have found there is indeed often evidence of all of 
the above. Much online activity betrays a disconnect from healthy inter-
action and favours pile-on pharisaism over the seeking of genuine 
grace and look-me-in-the-eye restoration.  

Electing not to participate at all may not be a sustainable solution. Most 
of the answer is in how we resolve to engage with others ourselves, and 
how we teach and model that in our families. The teaching of Jesus, 
whether from the Sermon on the Mount or elsewhere in the gospels, is 
profoundly relevant to online communication. 

It is a challenge for all of us. 


