
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 1, FRIDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2022 

Dear School Family, 

Welcome back to a new school year and the first 2022 edition of Mid-
dle School News.  

As the photo above shows, we began the year working within the new 
normal, with a brief outdoor assembly that enabled the option of masks 
not being worn, and with the Y9s taking it in via Mr Cure’s laptop Zoom 
link. 

It has been great to see how the students and staff have fronted up to 
another year of responding to challenging circumstances. Online edu-
cation and  teaching and learning paired with mask-wearing are a less 
than ideal combination, but there has been good humour and persis-
tence, which has been gratifying. 

Looking Forward, Looking Back 

On the Monday of this last week, my assembly talk focused on how the 
way we choose to live is informed by what has been instilled in us 
culturally beforehand, and by the faith that we hold. 

I told the story of a late-night caller to talkback radio that I was listening 
to while on a rescue mission to jump-start my daughter’s car (note my 
need to provide an acceptable excuse for listening to talkback radio!). 
In essence the caller was decrying the fact that we have let down the 
youth of today by not insisting that they embrace activities that rein-
force the cultural glue of a society—values such as self-sacrifice, 
thankfulness, responsibility and service. 

There were some extreme solutions that accompanied the observa-
tions (would it be talkback radio if there weren’t?), but there was also 
an underlying truth. 

Who we are becoming as people is directed by what we believe and 
have begun to habitually do in response. 

I finished my talk with reference to a pivotal and famous verse in Ro-
mans where Paul says to his fellow believers, “Therefore, I urge you 
brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to …” 

 

He goes on to explain, in that great passage from Romans 12, 
what living Christian-ly looks like.  

But he has realised that the context is important, that choosing to 
live a “living sacrifice” type of life only makes sense if you can 
make the “therefore” connection. We aspire to live such lives “in 
view of God’s mercy”, because He created us, owns us, and has 
redeemed us at great cost. 

The reality of living that sort of Romans 12 life  -  the life of an 
apprentice to Christ—a life that we want for ourselves and also 
for our children  -  is built on those incredible, sobering, convict-
ing and inspiring truths that Paul outlines in the first part of the 
same letter. 

To fuel our life now and the excitement of what lies before us, we 
need to actively remember what God has done and continues to 
do for us, and how we are compelled to respond. 

Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 

A Middle School Looking Forward 

One of our editions last year went into some detail about our 
intent for Temple Marion Middle School. At the start of the year it 
is worth revisiting that—part of the “active remembering” alluded 
to above. Below is part of that rationale. 
 
What We Understand 

We see that the secondary journey across Australia now spans 
six years from Year 7 to Year 12, encompassing several devel-
opmental stages for each student as they progress as learners  



 

 

and grow in maturity. In this context, we understand that the best 
approach will specifically cater for each developmental stage. There 
is, therefore, a best approach for Years 7 - 9 students that hones in 
on who they are and how they learn. 

What We Believe 

We believe that faith is for all of life. At Temple Christian College this 
means that the Christian faith is central and works out in all that we 
do. Faith is indeed the hub of the culture that emphasises communi-
ty, integrity, resilience, creativity, learning and empathy, the CIRCLE 
of Temple Christian College values. We believe that all of us are 
defined not by what we mentally assent to but by who we are be-
coming and how we therefore live as disciples of Christ. 

What We Want to See 

We want to see young people who are engaging with life and learn-
ing with a sense of hope and purpose, who are grateful for the family 
and influencers who speak into their lives, and who are building to-
wards  responsibility and an others focus. We want to challenge 
each young person to establish life-giving disciplines which will allow 
the development of their academic capacity, their relational confi-
dence, their physical and mental skills, and their apprenticeship to 
Christ. 

How This Informs Our Intent 

We therefore have a great opportunity at Temple Christian College—
Marion Middle School to provide an excellent educational experience 
for students that intentionally targets the first three years of the six-
year secondary journey and prepares students for the senior stage. 

In effect, it means an approach that: 

 uses effective, age-relevant teaching strategies to foster 
engagement across the range of curriculum areas, and en-
sure maximum development in core areas of literacy, numer-
acy and critical thinking. 

 challenges early adolescents in the areas of responsibility 

and maturity by integrating The Rite Journey concepts, which 
draw out so many Christian faith distinctives, across Years 7-
9. 

 features a devotional / relational start to each day, including 

cross-year level groupings. 

 tailors assemblies to emphasise increased student involve-

ment in content presentation and follow-up small group en-
gagement with the issues. 

 has a distinctive whole middle school camp experience that 

has a different destination each year, thus enabling the Y9s 

to have 2 camps (including the Rite Journey Camp). 

 uses technology creatively and expansively as a tool, without 

succumbing to device domination 

 includes regular excursions and special events, with all-in 
middle school events such as the Start of Year and End of 
Year excursions, a Health and Wellbeing Day and Spiritual 
Life Week being part of this. 

An infamous photo from the end of last year’s Health & Wellbeing Day. Hopeful-

ly there will be fewer pristine white shirts in the 2022 photo. 

 emphasises leadership opportunities, particularly for Year 9s, 
across the whole Marion site and fosters a Student Leader-
ship Team that enjoys ongoing responsibilities and training, 
including an annual leadership-focused activity day. 

 treats Year 9 as a year of great significance and influence in 
the secondary journey, culminating in a celebration of its 
completion with an event that highlights preparedness for the 
next stage—senior school. 

We are excited about the shape of the middle school for this year 
and beyond, and we would love the chance to discuss how it might 
continue to serve your family. 

Phil Paterson 

Scripture Memoriza on 

This year the Middle School students have begun well with their 
memorisation of the Scripture passages for the year.  The two pas-
sages for this term are Hebrews 11:1-10, which focuses on the im-
portance of faith, and Psalm 8, which celebrates the power and maj-
esty of our God. 

The students who have already learned at least one of these pas-
sages are: 

 Hazel Carter 

 David Felix 

 Shanice Gathuita 

 Cody Hopper 

 Colby Mans 

 Amir Nikkheslat 

 Kiana Possingham 

 Cynthia Sang 

 Andrio Visser 

 Christian Wosti 

Hazel and Kiana at the MS Girls’ Lunch 
Event on Friday 



 

 

  

What We Are Looking Forward To 
In last year’s Middle School News we began the Unmasked 
series to reveal a little more about our MS staff. 

This year we are beginning with a quick thought from each 
teacher about what they are looking forward to in the school 
year ahead. 

Mr Paterson  
Assistant Principal 
Teaches: English, Mathematics and HASS 
 
This is a picture of my wife, Jody, and I on the wedding day, late last year, 
of our eldest daughter, Kendra. 
 
I love teaching the variety of subjects that I do, but this year I’m particular-
ly looking forward to History. History has great potential for engaging with 
fascinating personalities, some impressive, some scary, some quirky.  
 
It also has scope for exploring “what ifs” and for immersion in the colour 
and the identity of times, places, customs and people that have shaped 
who we are today. I loved History as a kid, and I’m hoping there will be 
something contagious about my interest. 

Mr Western 
Year 8 Care Group Teacher 
Teaches: Mathematics, Science, Digital Technologies, 
Engineering and Rite Journey 
 
Each Christmas holidays my extended family retreats to 
the beautiful river town of Morgan on the River Murray. It’s 
a time of relaxing, revitalising, and reconnecting with fami-
ly, as well as exerting large amounts of energy water-
skiing.  
 
It is essential to me to teach with the aim that each student 
knows every day that they matter and are intimately loved 
by God.  
This is why I love the opportunity to be a care group teach-
er, seeking to meet the pastoral needs of each student, 
and develop the leadership potential of those students who 
are part of the Student Leadership Team.  
 
I find great joy in teaching the theory and language of 
mathematics and science, and also in teaching subjects 
that demonstrate their use in Digital Technologies and 
Engineering. It is always rewarding seeing students over-
come challenges and thrive in their learning and seeing 
them increase their curiosity of the world around them.  

Mrs Johnson 
Teaches: Music 

I work part time at Sunrise/Temple Marion teaching classroom 
music to students in Reception through to year 8. I also teach  

choirs in 3 other schools and conduct a school concert band and youth or-
chestra.  

You can probably tell I really like music and singing, but I also enjoy doing 
other creative things and outdoor activities. I play flute and piano, and a few 
other instruments too. My husband and four children also play instruments.  

Playing an instrument is one of the best ways to learn about music because 
it’s practical, not just academic, which I why I am excited that all our Year 6, 
7 and 8 students have the chance to learn an instrument at school. I am 
looking forward to seeing each student develop their skills and understand 
that the best part of making music is playing with others. 

Miss Keay 
Year 7 Care Group Teacher 
Teaches: English, HASS, Christian Living and Home Economics 

I first decided I wanted to be a teacher when I was four and a half years 
old and attended my first day at my local kindergarten, and since then my  
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passion for teaching and all that it entails has never wavered.  This 
includes the opportunity to continually learn – I learn from my fel-
low teachers, I learn from my students, and I learn from being en-
couraged to take up different roles in the school - and this is cer-
tainly the case this year.  So, while I have the opportunity to contin-
ue to share my passion for literature, history and God’s Word, I 
have also been given the opportunity to begin sharing my love for 
food and how to prepare it for those we love. 

I am really excited about all that we will be able to experience to-
gether as a Middle School this year and, at the moment, I am par-
ticularly delighted by the number of students in the Middle School 
who have taken up the challenge to commit God’s Word to 
memory this year and I pray that God will richly bless each one of 
those who has begun this journey. 

We are looking forward to a fantastic middle school camp at Melrose, 
in the shadow of Mount Remarkable, and on the outskirts of the beauti-
ful Flinders Ranges. 
The camp, in Week 1 of Term 2, will feature mountain-bike riding, ori-
enteering, billy carts and bushwalking. It promises to be a great time. 

Important Dates 
 
Thursday, March 3 
   Rite Journey, Calling and  
   Departure Ceremony  
 
Tuesday, March 8 
   Rite Journey Tree Climb  
   Excursion   
 
Wednesday, March 9 
   TCC Athletics Carnival  
 
Thursday, March 10 
   MS Meet the Teacher Evening 
 
Monday, March 14 
   Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
 
Friday, March 25 
   MS Start of Year Excursion -  
   Kuipto Forest 
 
Tuesday, April 12 
   MS Parent Teacher Interviews 

Melrose 2022 

Mrs Western 
Teaches: Math, Science, Rite Journey 
 
This is me with my beautiful family – my hubby Darren and two 
boys, Ezra and Micah (5 and 4). 
 
My greatest joy in teaching is helping students learn something 
new in an interesting and engaging way.  I’m enjoying teaching 
extra Science this year as I love the ‘hands on’ approach to learn-
ing about the world around us. I also enjoy the practical nature of 
Mathematics and applying Math to everyday life.   

Another highlight for me in this teaching year is the opportunity to get 
to know the Grade 9’s better through Rite Journey.  I’m looking forward 
to spending time with them doing fun and challenging activities and 
events. 


